How to Make a Concertina Sketchbook
This is a deceptively simple design for a handy and aesthetically beautiful
sketchbook. Whether you are making an artist’s book or just need something
pocket-sized and lightweight to take out with you on a sunny day for some quick
drawing, the concertina sketchbook is definitely worth knowing how to make.

There are a number of variations on the concertina-style book, some more
elaborate than others, but each allows for a great flexibility in terms of the format
of the ‘canvas,’ as the accordion-shape of the book means that pages can be
folded and extended very liberally to make a larger, taller or longer drawing
surface.

Some examples of different concertina sketchbooks.

There are two methods which I prefer for making the concertina sketchbook. The
first is a little more elaborate, but results in a more fluid, consistent shape. If you
want your sketchbook to read in a linear, sequential way, then this is the best
method for you.

Method 1
The first method we are going to use is still fairly straightforward. The only
materials you will need are:
•

one piece of paper (I would suggest A1)

•

a craft knife or pair of scissors

•

pritt stick

•

a ruler

Step 1

Divide your A1 paper intro three strips, each 10cm in width. You will end up with a
thinner strip which can be discarded after the cutting process.
Measure and mark out (in pencil) a margin or ‘tab’ with a width of 1cm down the
right side of your piece of paper.
Step 2

Divide your strips using a pair of scissors or craft knife. Each strip will now have its
own tab of 1cm. You will be left with a fourth strip thinner than the others, which
you can discard.
Step 3

Using the dull edge of your craft knife or scissors, score down the pencil line of
each tab on each strip, making sure not to cut the paper.
Each tab should now fold over easily in one direction.

Step 4

Lay your three strips out horizontally, with the tabbed ends ‘top to toe,’ and the
tabs facing upwards. Using your pritt stick, cover each tab in glue.
Step 5

Place the tail end of one strip into the fold of another’s tab end.
Fold the tab of the second strip over, gluing it to the first strip.
Repeat this process, placing the tail end of your third strip into the fold of your
first strip’s tab end. You should end up with a zig zag shape as below.

Step 6

Fold each strip in half. You should end up with a zig zag shape again, with twice as
many ‘spreads.’
You can now see the concertina form beginning to take shape, with three spreads
of two pages each.

Step 7

Again, fold each new page in half, forming twice as many spreads and twice as
many pages.

Now your concertina sketchbook is really beginning to take its shape!
Step 8

To create the concertina shape, you must fold each page of your sketchbook in an

alternating sequence. This means that you will fold the first page over, then the
next two under, then the next three over, and so on…

Step 9

Once you have folded your sketchbook, the final page will be left with a tab. Just
remove this with your craft knife or scissors, making that page the same size as the
rest.
Your concertina sketchbook is now ready!

Method 2
This method is a much quicker process and requires minimal cutting and no glue.
This type of concertina sketchbook does not open out fully in the accordion fashion
like the first does, but it allows for more variety in the format of the drawing
surface because there are more connections between pages.

Step 1

Fold your piece of paper (again, A1 is a good size) in half, horizontally.
Step 2

Fold the paper again, into quarters. From here, fold the paper again into eight
sections, and finally into sixteen.

Step 3

You should now have four rows and four columns – sixteen boxes in total.

Starting from the bottom left, cut across the fold above the bottom left three
boxes, leaving the fold above the fourth box intact.
Step 4

Now, starting from the right, cut three boxes along across the central fold in the
paper, leaving the fold above the fourth box intact.

Step 5

Do the same again, starting from the top left, cutting across the uppermost fold,
leaving the section of the fold directly below the top right corner box intact.

Step 6

Following the same over/under sequence that we covered in method 1, fold your
rows until all pages are underneath one, which is now your front page.

You now know another, speedy way to make a concertina sketchbook!

Ideas for your concertina sketchbook

Your sketchbook could be filled with anything; it could be a story, visual diary, or
just a visual record of whatever takes your fancy and looks fun to draw.
This is a concertina sketchbook I made recently using the second method. I took it
with me to Italy (before the outbreak) and used it for sketching on the spot
wherever I was. The fact that it is pocket-sized is incredibly useful, and I really
like that you can just extend your canvas by a few pages if you need to.

Making a Cover for your Sketchbook

Concertina sketchbooks look great with a front and back cover, and these are
surprisingly easy to make. Here’s one I made from an old cereal box…

Here’s another I fashioned from a little piece of packaging from a set of
headphones. In this case I had to format the size of the book in accordance with
the size of the box, but it was a fun challenge and made for a really nicely sized
little sketchbook.

