



PAINTBOX SCHOOL 
OF ART

An Art School by the Sea

COURSE BROCHURE



Paintbox School of Art provide full year 
courses, short courses and weekend workshops, 
summer schools and luxury painting holidays 
based on a huge range of drawing and painting 
techniques.  These include acrylic, oil, oil 
pastel, soft pastel, ink, collage, the ancient 
technique of encaustic, to printmaking and 
many, many more! 

Paintbox School of Art co-founder, Jemma 
Derbyshire, and her fellow tutors are all 
working artists, with a wealth of experience, 
who specialise in teaching drawing and 
painting.

PAINTBOX SCHOOL OF ART 
An Art School by the Sea



All Paintbox courses are run with a maximum 
of 10 students to allow for intensive tutor - 
student time.  

The courses offer full tuition and structure 
aimed at developing your skills, knowledge 
and artistic practice.  Paintbox believes in 
nurturing creativity and working on an 
individual basis to ensure each student 
develops in a way that is natural to them.  
Art History also forms an important part of 
all Paintbox courses. 

All materials, tea, coffee and home baking 
are provided in our cosy seaside studio at 
Cockenzie House & Gardens. 

To apply for any of our Full Year Courses 
please contact us via paintboxart@outlook.com

FULL YEAR COURSES 
ABOUT

mailto:paintboxart@outlook.com
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Paintbox Studios, Cockenzie House & 
Gardens, East Lothian 

Full Year Course £750 (inc VAT) 
Termly fee arrangements are available 

This course is aimed at all abilities and 
will cover drawing, painting and mixed 
media. The fundamental elements from line, 
marking making, tone and composition are 
covered, before exploring colour, paint and 
a variety of other media.  Working from 
studio still life setups, to being out in 
the glorious East Lothian landscape, we 
make sure our students have a large variety 
of subject matter to apply their gained 
artistic knowledge to. 

All materials and refreshments provided.



Paintbox Studios, Cockenzie House & Gardens, 
East Lothian 

Full Year Course £900 (inc VAT) 
Termly fee arrangements are available 

This course is aimed at students who have a 
good amount of experience in drawing and 
painting, but would like to push this on to 
building their own ideas and projects, but 
with the support of a tutor.  Through a 
variety of structured tasks in the first and 
second term, students will go on to develop 
individual bodies of work with the support 
and guidance of their tutor.  Gathering 
information, developing ideas, understanding 
colour and materials, and analysing work will 
all be important features of this course. 

All materials and refreshments provided.



Paintbox Studios, Cockenzie House & Gardens, East Lothian 
Full year course £1600 (inc VAT) 

Termly fee arrangements are available 

The landscape course will take students from coastline 
directly outside the studio to far flung moorlands of East 
Lothian in order to develop individual ways of working in 
response to the raw elements of the landscape.  Beginning 
in the first term, learning how to draw and gather 
information on location will set the foundations for the 
year.  Following on from this the course will guide 
students on the understanding of colour and light, how to 
work both en plain aire and to develop bodies of work back 
in the studio.  This course is a rigorous exploration of 
all it means to be a landscape painter. 

Looking at both historical and contemporary landscape 
painters will form an integral part of the course, as will 
understanding materials, surfaces and presentation of work. 

The majority of this course is based outside so we will be 
out in all weathers! A good outdoor kit is essential!



Various locations in and around Edinburgh 
£170 (inc VAT) per term 

Own Art Materials Required 

Explore the beautiful city of Edinburgh armed with 
your sketchbook!  You will meet at various locations 
around the city each week and don't worry about the 
winter months we also book many indoor locations to 
keep you warm and dry! 
This course is ideal for those who want to gain more 
experience and confidence working on location, for 
gathering research drawing for other work, or to 
just embrace and enhance your drawing practice. 

Robin has trained at the Royal Drawing School as 
well as Central St Martins - so you will be in very 
capable hands!



Paintbox Studios, Cockenzie House & Gardens, East 
Lothian 

Full year course £1600 (inc VAT) 
Termly fee arrangements are available 

This one day course will explore the integrity of 
drawing in its many guises.  Drawing is the foundation 
of all creative practice and therefore good drawings 
skills are paramount.  Through a series of projects 
designed to not only help you to look and see, but also 
develop solid practical skills, you will be guided 
through making strong observational drawings, to 
gathering drawings as information and making dynamic 
expressive mixed media drawings.  The course will push 
the boundaries of what Drawing can be - it will be 
gutsy, experimental, brave and ambitious - Drawing with 
a capital D! Subject matter will range from still life, 
to landscape, architecture and figure in space to 
ensure you are able to respond to a wide range of 
subjects and enable you to push what you ever thought 
you were capable of!



Paintbox Studios, Cockenzie House & Gardens, East 
Lothian 

Full year course £1900 (inc VAT) 
Termly fee arrangements are available 

This course is designed for practicing Artists who 
require professional input into their work to deepen 
the integrity of their practice.  Over the course of 
the year, Artists will be challenged to push their 
boundaries, think about how they approach their 
practice, develop ideas and sustain bodies of work.  
If you feel you need to shake things up and push 
your work to the next level - this course is for 
you! 

The first term will have a number of guided projects 
to challenge the way you think about your work and 
help push you, achieving things you didn’t know you 
were capable of! These will include a drawing 
project, a large scale site specific project, a 
collaborative project and an artist book project. 



There will be an emphasis on analysing how you work, 
identifying goals and ‘upping the anti’ of your work 
as an Artist.  Looking at how to “run your business” 
as an Artist, from setting up your website, building 
a social media presence, documenting your work, 
w o r k i n g w i t h g a l l e r i e s a n d a p p l y i n g f o r 
competitions/grants/exhibitions will all be covered 
as part of the course. 

During the course of the year there will also be a 
study trip, drawing days at a variety of exciting 
locations and talks and demonstrations from a 
variety of Artists. 

The year culminates in a professional group 
exhibition at a well known central Edinburgh 
Gallery. 

This is an intensive, fast paced 30 week course and 
requires commitment and a minimum of 10 hours a week 
of working on your own work at home on top of the 
course schedule. 

Talking about your work in the form of crits and 
tutorials will be a vital element of the course. 

Interviews are held for this course.



Paintbox Studios, Cockenzie House & Gardens, 
East Lothian 

Termly £300 per term (inc VAT) 

This course is the ideal starting point for 
anyone wishing to get into drawing and 
painting.  Under the encouraging guidance of 
tutor Dominic McIvor, students will learn how 
to look, how to draw and  how to paint.  Each 
block is 10 weeks long, but for students 
wishing to continue on to the next block, 
Dominic will work both with you as part of a 
group and as an individual, ensuring you are 
able to push your own ability and develop your 
skills. 



Paintbox Studios, Cockenzie House & Gardens, East 
Lothian 

Full year course £1600 (inc VAT) 
Termly fee arrangements are available 

The Observational Drawing and Painting Course offers 
a fantastic well rounded Artistic experience for 
those looking to learn the important foundation 
elements of drawing and painting.  Strong skills in 
looking and understanding visual information will be 
paramount to the course and will cover everything 
from working in line and tone, to being able to 
accurately measure proportion and scale, to all the 
ins and outs of painting in acrylic and oil. 
The course will be based on observational techniques 
with an aim to using these to develop your own 
personal artistic vision. Through a combination of 
structured and self lead  projects students will 
work from Still Life, Landscape and the Figure. This 
course is a must for anyone who would like to 
develop and strong and considered painting practice. 



Paintbox Studios, Cockenzie House & Gardens, East 
Lothian 

Full year course £850 (inc VAT) 
Termly fee arrangements are available 

This course is ideal for those looking for a bit 
of input into their own practice, but who enjoy 
working on their own in their own studio. 

Run over 9 Fridays, over 3 terms, the format of 
the day involves a themed lecture at the start of 
each day, followed by group tutorials and 
discussions aimed at giving you structured 
objective feedback on your work.  Considerable 
one to one tuition is given throughout each day 
in order for you to be able to really push your 
practice, and go through in depth any problems 
you are having with your work .



Following each session you will also be provided 
with considered written feedback so that you are 
able to look back at it and act on the points 
risen. 

Fresh coffee, tea and home baking will be 
provided to fuel the creative juices!  

You will be expected to be working on your own 
work between sessions. 

Class sizes kept to a maximum of 7 to allow long 
amounts of one to one tuition. 



SHORT COURSES 
ABOUT

Our short courses are an ideal way to develop 

a new skill or push those you already have.  

Taught over a set number of consecutive 

weeks(this varies per course), between 10am 

and 3pm, the courses are structured to allow 

you to learn, develop and hone the discipline 

ensuring that on completion you leave with an 

exciting body of dynamic work. 

All our Short Courses can be booked through 

our website here… 

http://www.paintboxartclasses.com/short-courses.html
http://www.paintboxartclasses.com/short-courses.html


THURSDAYS- 10am - 3pm 
Paintbox Studios, Cockenzie House & Gardens, East 

Lothian 
4 Week Course £300 (inc VAT) 

For centuries, Artists have been pulled to the coast 
for the strength of light, the transience of weather 
and the power of the sea.  Over a series of 4 
consecutive Thursdays, this course will help 
students learn how to respond to not only the visual 
properties of the coast, but all the sensory 
elements in order to create drawings and paintings 
that are both powerful and dynamic, while exhibiting 
a sensitivity to the environment. 

This course will be based outside for most of the 
sessions (although our warm studio is nearby to go 

back to for cups of tea!) so please dress 



THURSDAYS- 10am - 3pm 
Paintbox Studios, Cockenzie House & Gardens, East 

Lothian 
Three Week Course £225 (inc VAT) 

This 3 day course, spilt over 3 consecutive 
Thursdays, will use the beautiful spring garden 
around our studio as a stimulus!  Studying the work 
of Bonnard’s "Jardin", colour, mark and 
understanding light will form the structure of this 
short course.  From how to gather informative 
drawings, to making decisions about hue and tone, 
in order to make ambitious paintings in response to 
the setting, this course is ideal for anyone that 
loves colour, mark making and paint.



WEEKEND WORKSHOP 
ABOUT

Our Weekend Workshops are aimed at 
providing new skills, inspiration and 
tuition alongside giving you the chance to 
relax and feel nurtured from the minute 
you set foot in the door! 

We'll ply you with fresh coffee and 
delicious home baking whilst making sure 
all the materials and equipment you need 
are provided. 

All Weekend Workshops can be booked 
through our website here...

http://www.paintboxartclasses.com/weekend-workshops.html
http://www.paintboxartclasses.com/weekend-workshops.html


Paintbox Studios, Cockenzie House & Gardens 
£75 (inclusive of VAT and materials) 

Using Film Stills as a starting point, this exciting 
new weekend workshop will guide students in how to 
use and respond to the film medium as a starting 
point for drawing and painting.  Exploring lots of 
different materials and surfaces students will delve 
into interiors, study characters, scales, space, 
movement and interaction. 

Join us for an exciting day of drawing and painting, 
and who know, maybe even a bit of popcorn!



Paintbox Studios, Cockenzie House & Gardens 
£75(inclusive of VAT and materials) 

Following the success of our last mixed media day, 
we are delighted to have Jane back and taking the 
course out to the coastline! 

Exploring surface, mark, layering and space, this 
course is designed to help students to create 
exciting sketchbooks, packed full of information 
and visual gems!  From how to prepare your 
sketchbooks before heading out on location, to how 
to respond to both the visual and the surface in 
situ, this course is ideal for anyone that loves 
materials and wants to become a sketchbook magpie! 



Paintbox Studios, Cockenzie House & Gardens 
£75 (inclusive of VAT and materials) 

Inspired by the infamous Red Room painting by 
Fauvist Henri Matisse, this workshop will explore 
the power of colour!   Using Matisse, Avery and 
Degas as our inspiration we will explore the 
versatility of pastel and how to to build and 
manipulate colour in powerful ways! 

A dramatic studio set up will set the inspiration 
for the day, and students will be asked to delve 
inside the possibilities of altering hue and tone 
to create innovative space and form in their work.



Paintbox Studios, Cockenzie House & Gardens 
£75 (inclusive of VAT and materials) 

Working from natural form and space as a starting 
point, students will explore the abstract language 
of drawing and painting.  Thinking about the visual 
vocabulary of space, structure, rhythm, colour, 
texture and form in the natural world around us, 
this workshop will look at how to begin abstraction 
and how to use this as a basis for further work and 
ideas. 
The morning will be spent drawing and gathering 
information from life and this will then be 
developed in the studio in a variety of different 
ways. 
This is an ideal course for anyone curious about how 
to go about creating a successful piece of abstract 
painting.



SUMMER SCHOOLS 
ABOUT

Summer  Schools are  aimed  at  providing  new 
skills,  inspiration  and  tuition 
alongside giving you the chance to relax and 
feel nurtured from the minute you set foot 
in the door!

We'll  ply  you  with  fresh  coffee  and 
delicious home  baking,  whilst  making  sure 
all the materials and equipment you need are 
provided.



For  more  information  download  the  Summer 
School Brochure here or book online via our 
website here…

http://www.paintboxartclasses.com/prices1.html
http://www.paintboxartclasses.com/summer-schools.html
http://www.paintboxartclasses.com/prices1.html
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LUXURY PAINTING HOLIDAYS 
ABOUT

Our Luxury Painting Holidays are designed to provide 
you with a relaxing, luxury getaway with sumptuous 
home cooked food and quality teaching based in 
painting and drawing the landscape. 

Leave any worries and stress at the front door, as 
you embark on the road to relaxation and luxury, with 
welcome champagne and canapés.   
Once you have settled in to the opulent surroundings, 
you will be provided with a 2 course evening meal. 
After a wonderful nights sleep, expect a delightful 
breakfast before getting stuck into the tuition of 
painting and drawing the stunning surrounding 
landscapes. 

All materials, tuition, accommodation and meals are 
included. Refreshments are also included, however 
feel free to bring along your favourite tipple, as we 
run a BYOB policy.  

Prices are from £400 - £600 (inc VAT) per person, all 
inclusive. A 50% non refundable deposit is required 
to secure your booking.



 

To book a Luxury Painting Holiday please 
contact us via paintboxart@outlook.com
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PAINTBOX SCHOOL OF ART 
BOOKING

PAYMENTS 

All courses, workshops and courses must be 
paid in full on the day of booking unless 
otherwise stated.  

CANCELLATION POLICY 

If you wish to cancel your booking we will 
refund you 50% of your overall payment if 
you cancel 6 weeks before the start date of 
the course, workshop or holiday you wish to 
cancel. If you cancel less than 6 weeks 
before the start date of the course, 
workshop or holiday you wish to cancel we 
will retain 100% of your payment. 

For more information about our booking and 
cancellation policy please contact us via 

paintboxart@outlook.com
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